+1921.—Fleet Air Arm—Air Gunners, Observer’s Mates and

Rating Pilots.—Re-organisati Ty
New Branch. iIon and Institution of

(N. 3371/39.—11.5.1939.)

Their Lordships have ha,.d under review the present regulations concerning
the non-gubstqntlve rates of Air Gunner, Observer’s Mate and Ratin g Pilot, and the
manner in which the personnel holding those rates is provided.

2. The review had become necessary because, owing to the expansion of the
Fleet and the number of ratings to be provided by the Navy for the Fleet Air Arm,
the continued, provision of men for Fleet Air Arm non-substantive rates by other
branches has placed a strain on the resources of those branches, and this cannot be
eontinued in the same degree. Moreover, under the present procedure, ratings
while remaining members of other branches have experienced difficulties in obtaining
the necessary qualifications for advancement in their substantive rate owing to

their continuous employment on Fleet Air Arm duties.

3. In order to meet those difficulties, Their Lordships have approved the
Mormation of a separate branch of naval personnel, to comprise ratings holding t}ze
Bon-substantive rates of Air Gunner, Rating Observer (previous title Observer’s

Mate) and Rating Pilot. Men holding those rates will therefore, when the new

Jreanisation is in force, no longer belong to the Seaman, Signal or Telegraphist

bl'a‘nches as at present, and will have full opportunity to develop & naval career

Whilst, employed on their duties in the Fleet Air Arm.

4. The new branch will be administered by the Rear Admiral, Naval Air
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7. The present titles, and the rules for granting a step in rating with certai
' | certain

Goations, will be revised as ftollows :—

qual .. gunners will in futur '
(@) Air . , 1 e, consist of three rates, Air G "3
Gunnert ond class and Air Gunner 1st class. The 3rd class rate Wl;ﬁ%e;' ef’{iﬁvgllggi

present rate of Air Gunner. Details concerning the qualifications and duties

Sl to each of the three grades and the manner of advancement in non

:‘slﬁfantive rates are promulgated separately.

p) The present non-substantive rate of ) .

tlﬁlg) Qbserver, with separate acting and coggrs'frfggr ri,tggata?s Ztlan E—Ze;i-naﬁgd
holding an Al Gunner rate WhO VOl}mteer and are recommended flt)s suita:ble fo?'
iraining 8° Rating Qbserver, will be given a course of training. On corr;mencement
of the cOUTse men.wﬂl be g,dva,nced to the Acting rating of Leading Airman, and on
qualifying as A.c’om.g Rating Qbserw'er will be rated Acting Petty Officer i/&irma,n
with confirmation 1 substantive and non-substantive rate in the normal course.
(See para- 9 (i1).) '

¢) In future the non-substantive rate of Rati ' ‘

- \ 1 corppletlon of the course in the Flying '?;gglhfélogc}xﬁ E:he;gnr arrrllgild v;)l]ﬁ
pe rated Acting Petty Officer Airman, with full non-substantive ,pay, specialised

qaval flylng COUTSES being taken later.

Rating Pilots will serve under a continuous service engagement. The normal
period of full flying duties will be 10 years from commencement of training.

Thereafter, ratings will pass into one of three categories, as follows :—

(A) A limited number of Rating Pilots who volunteer to do so and are
recommended wil' ontinue on full flying duties for further periods of
two years, & o ssessment of fitness for flying being made at the end

of each period.

(B) Those who romain fit for flying but are not selected for category (A) will
constitute a Reserve of Rating Pilots within the Service and will

be required to carry out the periodical flying practices and periods of
training laid down for other classes of Reserve Pilots of the Fleet

Air Arm.
(C) Those who, on account of physical unfitness or any other reason,
permitted to continue flying. ‘

Rating Pilots who do not re-engage tO compl
remain fit for flymg duties may volunteer for enrolment 1 the
as Rating Pilot under the same conditions in regard to flying prac

down for category (B) above.
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8. As one of the objects of the re-organisation is to allow other .branchgs full
scope to develop their personnel to carry out their own specml_lse.d duties efﬁmegtly,
the Flying Branch will, m the future, to & large extent recrult 1ts personnel direct

from shore, and transfers from other branches will be regulated to requirements in
- ' ted for training m Fleet Air Arm

| 2 hose branches. Men who have already been accep A
~ Don-substantive rates will, however, be taken for the new branch.
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- Ratings of other branches who, when manning conditions admit, are accepted

ik t; L 5 Yoler Aj G er, Ratmg Obser‘vel‘ or Ra,tmg Pilot Wlll reverb to t;he%r
~ former duties at any stage of their training if found to be unsuitable for Fleet Air
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branch.
nomenclature | vty Offico
with con
vice in the ac
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(ii1) Rating Pilots —Men undergoing training for Rating Pilot will, whers
necessary, be given an Acting Leading rating, and on successful com-

pletion of the course at & Royal Air Force .F lying Training School, wil]
ilot >’ (confirmed) with the substantive rate of

d confirmation as such 1 the normal

course. (See also para. 12.)
(iv) Men under training.—Men who belong to other branches at the time of

their selection for training will not be permanently transierred to the
new branch until they have successfully completed their non-substantive

course,
Candidates for Rating Observer will retain the ir G

' eir Air Gunner rat
and will thus already belong to the new branch ; the procedure undei

sub-para. (ii) above will apply.

10. Selection . : :
oaliactt B ot v{s Oi?c.) g:;b gul)stan.twe rates.—Candidates should generally have passed
eyt 1 Mytng B Wm} ing test before being accepted for non-substantive
T ol I%cesralr)m 1, although candidates who are unable to swim may
training will be retained’ ¢ accepted. The existing arrangements f d)"
except that ratings will be transferred to th(;rnrgvevnbggn;

for training, substanti :
(iid) above,g stantive rate being granted in accordance with paragraph 9 (ii) and
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